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La n d  
Ac k n o w le d g m e n t  

We honor our presence on the land of the Narragansett Nation, the 
Indigenous custodians of Rhode Island for more than 10,000 years.

This land acknowledgement reflects a commitment to an equitable, 
respectful culture that includes those who were here first. We have much 
to learn from the life experience and expertise of Rhode Island’s 
Indigenous communities. 

This land acknowledgement is also a call to action to understand the 
complex factors, including colonization, that have contributed to health 
and other inequities in Indigenous communities, and to work to improve 
those outcomes and achieve equity for Rhode Island’s First Peoples.

Th e re  is  n o  Rh o d e  Is la n d  His to ry WITHOUT Na rra g a n s e t t  a n d  o th e r 
In d ig e n o u s  h is to ry. – Loren Spears, executive director, Tomaquag 
Museum, Exeter, RI 

Tomaquag Museum
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Equity practices 
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Dis c lo s u re  
Trauma sensitivity



TIMELINE 
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Immigration

Im m ig ra t io n  
Historical Timeline -  Immigration to U.S. 
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Women’s Suffrage
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Rhode Island

Rhod e  Is land
Rhode Island Historical Timeline
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Rhode Island

Rhod e  Is land
Rhode Island Historical Timeline 
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Wh a t  s u rp ris e d  y o u ?



Ra c e - Ba s e d  Me d ic in e

Ra c e - b a s e d  m e d ic in e  re fe rs  t o  t h e  p ra c t ic e  
o f u s in g  a n  in d iv id u a l's  ra c ia l o r  e t h n ic  

b a c kg ro u n d  a s  a  fa c t o r  in  c lin ic a l d e c is io n -
m a k in g , in c lu d in g  d ia g n o s is , t re a t m e n t , 

a n d  m e d ic a t io n  d o s in g .



J .  M A R I O N  S I M S  
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1 9 2 0 - 1 9 5 1

1 9 3 2 - 1 9 7 2

T U S K EG EE S Y P H I LI S  S T U D Y  

H EN R I ET T A  
LA C K S  

Timeline

Race-based
Medicine

Lacks’ cancer cells, 
taken without her 
permission or 
compensation,  are 
source of the HeLa 
line, one of the most 
important cell lines in 
medical history. 

2 0 2 6

"Father" of modern 
gynecology. 
Conducted 
surgeries on 
enslaved Black 
women.

Study conducted by United 
States Public Health Service and 
the Centers for Disease Control 
on nearly 400 African American 
men with syphilis. Purpose of 
study: to observe effects of 
disease when untreated, though 
by end of study it was treatment. 
More than 100 participants died. 
They were not informed of the 
nature of the experiment.



Th e  fo u r le v e ls  
o f ra c is m

St ru c t u ra l 
ra c is m

1 Billion

5 Billion

lies within individuals
In d iv id u a lize d  Ra c is m

occurs between individual.
In t e rp e rs o n a l ra c is m

occurs within institutions and systems 
of power

In s t it u t io n a l ra c is m

In s t it u t io n a l 
ra c is m

In t e rn a lize d  
ra c is m

In t e rp e rs o n a l 
ra c is m

racial bias among institutions and 
across society

St ru c t u ra l ra c is m



Am y  Cu d d y  
Wa rm t h  a n d  Co m p e t e n c e : Im p a c t s  o n  

Clin ic a l Ou t c o m e s  
“Ou r b o d ie s  c h a n g e  o u r m in d s , o u r  m in d s  

c h a n g e  o u r b e h a v io rs . a n d  b e h a v io rs  
c h a n g e s  o u t c o m e ”

-Amy Cuddy



Ch ris t in  Zo llic o ffe r
Vic e  Pre s id e n t , Ch ie f Be lo n g in g  & Eq u it y  Offic e r

Life s p a n

Phone: 401-444-3113
Email:  Czollicoffer@Lifespan.org



Pre - We b in a r Vid e o s

 You Tube Video Dr. Camara Jones Ted Talk, “Allegories on Race” (about 20 
minutes long) or read the article Levels of Racism:  A Theoretic Framework 
and a Gardener's Tale

 You Tube Video Chimamada Ngozi Adichie’s Ted Talk “The Danger of a 
Single Story” (about 20 minutes long);

 You Tube Video Systemic Racism Explained - YouTube (about 5 minutes 
long)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GNhcY6fTyBM
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/epdf/10.2105/AJPH.90.8.1212
https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/epdf/10.2105/AJPH.90.8.1212
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9Ihs241zeg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YrHIQIO_bdQ


Re s o u rc e s

• https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/index.htm
• https://www.pewresearch.org/ 
• https://www.brookings.edu/ 
• https://www.bushfoundation.org/racial-wealth-gaps-research-and-data 
• https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-

slavery.html 
• https://data.census.gov/ 
• https://www.history.com/ 
• http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/ 
• https://library.providence.edu/encompass/immigration-to-rhode-island/ 
• https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-

revolution/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-revolution/ 
• https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-

trade/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-
trade/#:~:text=Rhode%20Islanders%20played%20a%20central,been%20called%20the%2
0triangular%20trade. 

https://jimcrowmuseum.ferris.edu/index.htm
https://www.pewresearch.org/
https://www.brookings.edu/
https://www.bushfoundation.org/racial-wealth-gaps-research-and-data
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/08/14/magazine/1619-america-slavery.html
https://data.census.gov/
https://www.history.com/
http://www.tracesofthetrade.org/
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/immigration-to-rhode-island/
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-revolution/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-revolution/
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-revolution/rhode-island-and-the-industrial-revolution/
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/#:%7E:text=Rhode%20Islanders%20played%20a%20central,been%20called%20the%20triangular%20trade
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/#:%7E:text=Rhode%20Islanders%20played%20a%20central,been%20called%20the%20triangular%20trade
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/#:%7E:text=Rhode%20Islanders%20played%20a%20central,been%20called%20the%20triangular%20trade
https://library.providence.edu/encompass/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/rhode-island-slavery-and-the-slave-trade/#:%7E:text=Rhode%20Islanders%20played%20a%20central,been%20called%20the%20triangular%20trade
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